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this box, the centrifugal force will produce enormous
pressure on the sides of same which will be directed
upward and which will give you a greater lifting
power than any wing would ever be able to generate."
The mistake in the scheme was obvious. I tried
to explain that the effect would merely be that of an
inefficient centrifugal blower. I mentioned that the
maximum lift created by a given power with a given
cross-section of air stream can be reliably calculated
and would in no way be near what he expected. How-
ever, with complete confidence, he replied that my
computations were based on old mechanisms, such as
the helicopter, while his discovery was a new and more
efficient principle. The man had an attractive per-
sonality and I wanted sincerely to let him know the
truth, to protect him from spending time and money
on a thoroughly, hopeless project. I suggested a test
of his model with a J4 h-P- electric motor I had in
my room* He agreed, advising that I secure the motor
tightly to prevent its being lifted in the air by his rotor.
The model was fixed to the shaft, the motor was started
and, of course, nothing happened. The inventor,
however, was not discouraged. He simply said that
apparently my motor was not any good. The real
trouble with the man was that in spite of being
educated and having some money for elementary tests,
he was so confident that he considered research and
study unnecessary.
This incident represents the imaginative faculty
run riot, the result of uncontrolled day-dreaming.
While the basic idea, the conception around which
work is to proceed is indeed important, yet the value
of k must act be overestimated. In most cases, ideas